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which sought not toleration but domination. Ancina therefore, resumed
his studies at Padua which was at that time even more distinguished than
Montpellier. Among the advanced contrivances then lately adopted for
the purpose of teaching anatomy and physiology, were accurately designed
and correctly coloured wax models, illustrating various sections of the
human body, a method which has since became general all over the world
of medical and surgical instruction. Having taken the degrees of 3VLD.
and Ph.D,, respectively at Turin, Ancina was appointed professor of
medicine at the latter University. He only held this important post a
very short time.
It is said that it was hearing the chanting of that very moving Sequence,
the Dies Irae at a requiem at Savigliano, that determined the young
Professor to turn his mind to the priesthood. He commenced the study
of Theology under the illustrious Bellarmine, afterwards Cardinal, and
at Rome decided to enter religion. He first thought of the Carthusians,
but was at length advised by St Philip Neri to join his own foundation,
the Oratory to which both he and his brother were admitted in October,
1578. Upon hearing that the already famous young Professor of Medicine
had entered, Baronius is reported to have exclaimed: " To-day we ought
to be most grateful to God, for we have become acquainted with a second
St Basil! " As a novice, Ancina showed himself wonderfully submissive
and obedient. He delighted in performing menial offices such as sweeping
the Church, cleaning the altar candle sticks, etc,, besides practising a number
of mortifications in secret. He was soon set to give discourses, and his
preaching was found to be most effective. A number of persons were
reclaimed from lives of sin or carelessness, and in fact so many conversions
were brought about, that Ancina became known as the " Son of Thunder/'
In 1586, being now a priest, he was sent to be Superior of the Oratory
at Naples, on its first foundation. As at Rome, his pulpit discourses
attracted crowds, and the fruit as before was abundant, including the
happy change of life of a beautiful sinner, Giovanna Sancia, popularly
known as " The Siren! " Another great gift of the Blessed Juvenal was
that of healing political and social dissensions, and under his soothing
influence many unhappy family feuds were ended. As a writer he had,
before this, distinguished himself in Latin poetry, and his effusions were
sufficiently excellent to be looked upon as among the best of the kind in an
age when thanks to " Ciceronianism," most educated persons wrote the
tongue in the best style of the Tullian epoch. While at Naples, he drew
up by request the proper Office and Sequence for the feast of St Janu-
arius, the ancient patron of the City.
It was about this time that the Blessed Juvenal formed the design of
founding an order of priests for the purpose of preaching to high and low